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                                      Following Seas 
I want to touch base with you briefly regarding the recent power shut-offs that have occurred on Gate 8 

(Docks P through S). The 2016/17 winter to date has been one of the coldest we've ever had, which of course 
means that folks living at the marina crank up the heat in an effort to keep their boats warm. This has resulted 

in the Gate 8 power supply being stretched to its limit, which subsequently trips our main breakers when the 
system is pushed beyond capacity. The good news is that this issue will pass when the colder temperatures 

subside. The less positive news is that there's not a magic button we can push to fix this problem and upgrade 
the power provided to the docks. After consulting with our electricians, an upgrade of the service would take several weeks of inten-

sive work - not to mention the amount of time it would take to pull permits. The other more pressing issue is the fact that this 
would leave Gate 8 without power for an extended period of time, which is obviously not feasible considering the sustained sub-

freezing temperatures we've experienced these last 6-8 weeks. I do want you to know, however, that we're well aware of this issue 
and the inconvenience and frustration it has caused. We will do everything in our power to make things workable for everyone as 

quickly as possible. In the shorter term, we do have some suggestions for cutting back on electricity consumption, which will place 

less stress on the system and also reduce your energy bill: 

     —When at work on not on the boat, turn the heat down as much as your comfort will allow. Space heaters are by FAR the 
biggest drain on your boat's power system, and many folks have been running 3 space heaters or more onboard. It's also 

worth noting that space heaters aren't the best thing for controlling moisture onboard. If you're combating humidity on your 
boat, try supplementing it with a small dehumidifier. They're more efficient and actually remove more moisture. These can 

be purchased at the marina store or at West Marine for approximately $50-100 (depending on size). 

     —If you have a diesel heater - USE it! This is the big one. We've talked to a few folks who have these types of heaters but 
simply don't run them. They work much better on boats then small space heaters do, and you may actually spend less on fuel 

than you would electricity for 3-4 space heaters. 

     —Christmas lights onboard are beautiful, but this might be a good year to actually take them down a bit earlier! Sure, they 

don't use much power, but every little bit helps. Boats with inflatable characters use a fair amount of power due to the small 

compressors that must run to keep the displays inflated. 

     —The marina will also be relocating 2-3 live-aboard vessels to other gates (that run on different power transformers), which 
will also help in the short term. If you're interested in a permanent move, or even just a change of scenery for a month or 

two, let us know and we'll try to help! 

     —Make sure your power cords are securely fastened - both on the boat side and at the shore power pedestal. We've had a 

few folk burn up cords and outlets recently because of loose connections, which causes electricity to arc between the shore 
power outlet and the cord. Not only does this make your boat work harder, it damages expensive components and is a mas-

sive fire hazard. It's also a good idea to hold your hand just an inch or two over your boat-side power receptacles. Any type 

of noticeable heat emanating from this area is a sure sign of a potential problem. 

    —Use the marina facilities more! Instead of showering on your boat, use the marina's shore-side bathrooms. They're bigger, 
warmer and probably have better water pressure than the boat anyway. Instead of sitting in the cabin with the heaters work-
ing overtime, come spend time in our newly-renovated lounge. We've got ample Wi-Fi, free cable and all the free coffee you 

could possibly drink. You can even use the lounge after hours; simply ask for the key and return it the following morning! 

 

We do ask that you do your best to help us and your neighbors by using as many of these tips as possible. It may not solve our 
greater issue, but we do believe that it will help us in the short term. We're doing everything possible to ensure that this won't            

happen again next winter. If you have any tips or tricks to conserving power, let us know so we can share them on our Facebook 

page and in our next newsletter!  

                                                                                                                        -Ian Wilkinson, General Manager 

  Tides & Times 

January 2017 

https://www.facebook.com/fossharbor/posts/1070814853027331
https://www.facebook.com/fossharbor/posts/1070814853027331
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New Marina Wide WIFI Launch                                  

 

Foss Harbor Marina residents, we have some exciting news! We now 

offer Wi-FI throughout the entire marina - including on the docks! 

Our friends at the firm NGC 457 did a great job installing the 

sprawling network, which will support up to 5 devices per user and 

allow you to check email, browse the web, shop and perform light 

streaming, such as You-Tube or Facebook videos. We're always 

looking to make your marina better and we hope that you'll enjoy 

this amazing upgrade to our facility.  

Come see us at the 2017 Boat Show!  
Join the Foss Harbor Marina team 

once again for the 2017 Seattle 

Boat Show! We'll be in booth 

#819, which is in the East Hall - 

just like last year! As usual, we'll 

have plenty of cool, free "swag" 

to give away, so make sure to 

stop by to say hello. We will have 

a small allotment of free guest 

tickets, so stay tuned for details. 

Do you happen to have your contact info posted in your boat’s   

window? This is a good idea because if for any reason your boat 

needs help and the marina office is closed, a neighbor or city official 

can call you and let you know what is happening at your slip.             

Anything from a listing boat to just forgetting to lock up, doing this 

may really help you out down the road.  



    THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  
                                                                                      

Thanks so much to everyone who came out to the 

marina Christmas party on December 17th! This was 

truly our best party yet, with over 120 people                  

attending, over 100 food & dessert dishes served 

and God only knows how much wine and spiked 

eggnog was imbibed! This annual party is our                     

favorite event of the year because it perfectly                  

captures the essence of the Foss Harbor community 

and shows what we're all about. 

This event wouldn't be possible without our                  

sponsors, all of whom play a large role in our suc-

cess. First and foremost, special thanks 

to Flagship Maritime Training Center, 

who so  graciously serve as our hosts and 

provide an amazing level of                   

resources and assistance. Other event 

sponsors include: 

Fleet Feet Sports Tacoma 

Rock The Dock Pub & Grill 

Commencement Bay Marine Services  

KK Sews 

Foss Waterway Seaport 

The Social Bar and Grill 

Museum of Glass 

Hotel Murano 

SAVI Day Spa 

Affordable Massage 

Pacific Parasail 

Puget Sound Pizza 

Jack Black Grooming Products 

Scott and Dana Gillette 

These donors have always supported us and 

have some of the most respected businesses in 

all of Tacoma, and we  couldn't do it without 

them. Shop local and show these folks some 

love! Thanks again, everyone, and we hope to 

see you all again next year! 
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https://www.facebook.com/Flagship-Maritime-Training-Center-216941258321127/
https://www.facebook.com/fftacoma/
https://www.facebook.com/RockTheDockPub/
https://www.facebook.com/CBMSI/
https://www.facebook.com/KK-Sews-249767721706273/
https://www.facebook.com/fosswaterwayseaport/
https://www.facebook.com/thesocialbarandgrill/
https://www.facebook.com/museumofglass/
https://www.facebook.com/HotelMuranoTacoma/
https://www.facebook.com/SAVIDaySpa/
https://www.facebook.com/Affordable-Massage-512374992160465/
https://www.facebook.com/PacificParasail/
https://www.facebook.com/PugetSoundPizza/
https://www.facebook.com/getJackBlack/


THE LUMP SUKER! One of my 

favorite local fish. The Spiny Pacific 

Lump Sucker  is usually less the 

10cm in length, comes in a variety of 

different colors, and is an extremely 

slow swimmer that looks much like 

a ping pong ball with big eyes and 

cute little fishy lips:)  

One of the coolest traits of the 

"lumpy" is that it has pelvic fins that 

form a suction disc that are used to 

help the little critter hang on to things 

as not to get swept away from the 

current and ever changing tides. This one was found in the shallows of Puget Sound off of 

Dash Point by my dive buddy Corey and myself on one of our fun dives.                                         
Photographer: Corey Cooper 

             Exploring Our Local Waters  
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We have received a tip from one of our neighboring marinas 

regarding a small group of thieves targeting boats via dinghy. 

We believe they are making rounds locally, and that the Foss 

Waterway could be next. We encourage everyone to take 

extra precautions such as putting lock on your outboard and 

BBQ, securing your dinghy, stow away items and electronics 

that can be easily removed, and lock up tight. Of course if 

you see or hear ANYTHING suspect, PLEASE do not               

hesitate to call the police! We want to see these criminals get 

caught and prosecuted.  

***IMPORTANT ALERT*** 

Have you picked up your 

2017 parking pass sticker 

yet? Time to stop in the   

office and get updated! 

 

By Sam Ginn 



 

Pets on the Poop Deck 
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Do you have a pet on your 

poop deck? Send pics to 

melynda@fossharbor.com 

Foss Harbor Apparel is in the house!  

Once a junkyard dog, now a canine on the move both by land 

and by sea with his human pet named Nick, Dexter is living the 

sweet life!  

Riding in the truck with Nick, Dex has 

been to 40 states, 2 Canadian                

Provinces and they driven about 500,000 

miles together. 

Dexter’s favorite thing is chasing a            

tennis ball, that or cheese sticks. He 

loves cheese sticks! Say hello next time 

you are down on Q-Dock and for the 

love of Pete, don’t 

forget the cheese 

sticks! 

 

 

New Foss Harbor apparel is here! Choose 

from hats, hooded sweatshirts, 3/4 zip jack-

ets, T-shirts & more. They are in and on our 

shelves now and selling fast. Don’t worry, you 

wont miss out. Just let us know you size and 

the style you want and we’ll include it with 

our next order, happening soon! 
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Foss Harbor now has availability for an additional 

boathouse.  The obtainable space is roughly 18’ x 

44’ and the cost is .74 per square foot, plus                  

applicable utilities and deposits. The boathouses 

must be uniform and all similar in appearance. Give 

us a call at the marina office at 253-272-4404 if 

you or someone you know is interested!  

YOUR AD 

HERE 

FOR 

FREE! 

Send submissions to:  

melynda@fossharbor.com 

“Willows” 30’ Catalina 1979 sail boat 

+ 10’ inflatable dinghy 2005 with  Mer-

cury Motor 6 horsepower                                              

We are willing to entertain any                 

reasonable offers. Anyone interested 

can contact me:                                                              

Zamari Lopez 787-649-4458 or                                                                

zlopezg@yahoo.com 
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