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At the time of this writing—for what seems like the 

first time in six months—I see a clear, blue sky and 

have sunshine beaming into my office. This winter 

has been, undoubtedly, the wettest and coldest 

winter I’ve encountered during my five years in 

Washington. It would be a very fair statement to say 

that I, along with the rest of the marina staff, are 

eagerly anticipating spring and boating season! One 

of the most annoying byproducts of this winter’s 

seemingly endless supply of rain is the astonishing 

rate at which boats change colors—typically from 

gel-coat white to one of a dozen shades of green! 

Thankfully, however, it appears that better days are 

in front of us, which means that a flurry of spring 

cleaning activity is currently underway. As we’ve 

mentioned previously, the marina staff is currently in the process of                                                                                                            

scrubbing the docks and detailing all dock fixtures, such as fire hose enclosures and shore power pedestals. Please try to have your dock 

and finger pier areas clear of all gear and debris so our hard-working crew can make your docks look new again! Other items of note this 

month:  

 Spring Cleaning—Aside from the marina’s dock cleaning efforts, it’s also that time of year to give the trusty family cruiser her first 

bath. If you haven’t been down to the marina in awhile, chances are that she’s just a bit dustier than when you left her after Labor Day. 

Don’t forget that the marina store has all your cleaning supplies, from hoses to nozzles to environmentally-friendly cleaning recipes! If 

you can’t get down here this month, give us a call and we’ll put you in touch with reputable local detailers/cleaners.  

 Office Space Available—The marina has several of our commercial office spaces coming available in May, in a variety of sizes. Each 

space has been (or will be) recently updated and will be ready to occupy on short notice. If you need extremely inexpensive office 

space with a water view, contact Ian via email at Ian@fossharbor.com.  

 Security—With the better weather comes more traffic on the waterfront, so please be extra careful and do not leave ANYTHING of 

value in your vehicles when you leave. For added security, however, the marina will be interviewing candidates for a night marina 

attendant starting this week. If you’re a resident and have interest in a part-time job patrolling the marina (not to mention getting 

discounted or free moorage), call us at 253-272-4404 or email Ian at Ian@fossharbor.com! 

Ian Wilkinson, General Manager       

  Tides & Times 
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That should buff right out... 



That’s right, folks, we are going to feed you pancakes and 

sausage! And serve you mimosas! AND it’s going to be sunny 

outside (I made that last part up, but we have had amazing 

weather each year, knock on wood)! It’s that time again, so 

don’t miss our annual Daffodil Brunch on Sunday, April 23rd. 

Breakfast is served at 11:30am and the Tacoma Yacht Club’s Daffodil Marine 

Parade will be floating by shortly after. While you are waiting to take in the 

splendor that is the TYC Daffodil Parade and chatting up your favorite 

neighbors, we will be topping off your cup with refreshing mimosas and 

filling your plate with delicious sausage and griddle cakes. This year’s theme 

is “Daffodil Paradise”. Please feel free to bring your favorite breakfast dish to 

share - the more, the yummier. We always look forward to a great turnout 

and nice variety of cuisine made by those who attend. See you there! 

 

 

 

April  23rd-Daffodil  Boat Parade Brunch!  
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Parking Regulation Reminder—As we move into spring and the sun starts peeking 

out, we want to make sure everyone is up to speed on parking procedures. Monday –Thursday we are more 

than happy to write you ONE guest pass for the day/night. Friday through Sunday, NO guest passes are given 

out, which helps ensure that all residents have a parking space during the busy summer months. Offsite park-

ing in one of the neighboring Republic lots is only a couple of bucks for around 10 hours. Please direct your 

friends to the proper marina guest parking areas (this would be ONLY in the GRAVEL LOT by Gate 6, again, 

Monday through Thursday) and make sure they (and you) are displaying a proper parking pass. We will have              

unauthorized cars without current parking permits towed. 

The lot at Rock the Dock restaurant (535 Dock Street, about 1 block north of  

Foss Harbor) has both inexpensive parking ($3 for 10 hours) AND a public dock. 

This means you can temporarily tie your boat up on the public dock and have 

your friends park and load up right there on weekends! Of course your          

comrades are welcome to load up at the marina using a 15 or 30 minute parking 

zone and then go find public parking, but by using the public dock, you can do it all in one shot! 

If you have questions or concerns, please come see us in the marina office before parking somewhere                          

questionable.  Thank you! 



  The ReSail Project (Part Deux) 

FHM is spreading the word again this year about the 

ReSail project.  The ReSail Project is about keeping old 

sails out of landfills, providing sails for developing 

countries in the South Pacific, and shelter for homeless 

people here in the US and in Mexico. If you’re getting 

new sails and would like to see your old sails help 

people in need, please contact Marsha Cutting at:                                   

resailproject@gmail.com or visit the ReSail Facebook 

page! 

Exploring our local waters w i t h  S a m  G i n n       

 Check out this beauty of the deep! Gunnel come in a large variety of colors, and are               
numerous here in the sound. The gunnel, although it looks like an eel, is actually a fish that 
grows about 12'' in length and has a long spiny dorsal fin running the entire length of its 
body. The gunnel have very small pelvic fins that give it that eel like look. I see these guys 
on almost all of my fun dives. If diving isn't for you and you wish to see one in the wild, I      
recommend going to Titlow Beach at low tide and flipping over a few rocks. You’re          
guaranteed to find one there. A great activity for the kids! 

Auto-pay is easy; simply stop by the marina office to get signed up. After 

we put your credit or debit card on file, you will receive your bill as usual to 

your e-mail  on the first of the month. Monthly charges will then be auto-

matically deducted on the 2nd of every month. It’s a fast, secure, no fuss, no 

muss way to keep on top of that monthly moorage or storage unit bill.  
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Cruising Realities Rear Their Ugly Heads   
The vast majority of the time, living our nomadic life under sail is highly                   
entertaining, rewarding, stimulating and challenging. It’s an amazing way to 
raise our children and to see the world, especially the great Pacific Northwest, 
and there’s nothing more we’d rather do.                                                                              
That said, we’ve recently dealt with a couple realities of this life that are                   
particularly difficult and often get amplified by our situation. Fortunately, they’re 
typically ones that we can live with and move past in a positive direction. 

Small spaces can be tough                                                                                       
While out for a short sail last weekend, I knew something was up. Rather than 
being on deck sailing like usual, Porter really wanted to take a nap. He never 
naps. 

Not long after I put him in his bunk, he called up to me and mustered the effort to get his gear on and come out. But a short time 
later he just wanted to be held. While cradling him in my arms in the cockpit it hit me. He was sick. Uh oh. 

A while later and after another nap, we took his temperature and found it to be over 100 degrees. Double uh oh. We live in a very 
small space and my fear soon turned into a reality: The entire crew had come down with a wicked flu. 

Of course, it barely stopped us from proceeding north and we sailed from Bainbridge Is-
land in one big hop to LaConner and then on to Anacortes. All the while though, the tem-
perature of every crewmember was high, coughs were forming, noses were leaking and 
body aches were the topic of the day. 

I realize that if we lived in a house there’s a high 
probability that we could all get this sick at the 
same time, but in a house we could all have our 
own space. On a boat, the close proximity of deal-
ing with the illnesses makes handling it particularly 
difficult. Not wanting to infect others, we holed up 
on Yahtzee for days sleeping, drinking water and 

trying to eat decent meals. There have been other instances when we’ve been boat-bound 
for several days at a time like this and it’s always restless. But when we’re all sick, it’s just 
flat out no fun.  

Money blows -For starters, I have to say that I rarely mention money because I hate talking about it and I believe it’s something 
that, in general, is nobody else’s business. But if I’m going to be real. And I’m going to present what it’s truly like to live on a 
cruising sailboat, this part of the post has to happen. 

The question of “How much money do I need?” gets thrown around the cruising community fairly often and there really is 
no answer. At least no good one. My response is that it’s different for everyone. What I make to keep us going by manag-
ing Three Sheets Northwest and writing freelance has been ok for us, but it might not be for other cruisers. Our society is highly 
driven towards making and spending money, so if you make a lot and spend a lot on land, you’ll probably do the same on the 
boat, and vice versa. The reality is that it depends on what you’re used to and what you have, and it’s oftentimes fluid. 

Last August while basking in the beauty of Barkley Sound, Jill and I sat and did a bit of financial planning for the year ahead and 
where that would take us cruising throughout 2017. There were some necessary upgrades that we needed and wanted to make 
to Yahtzee and a winter vacation to warmer climes to visit family sounded nice, too. We could do it. We were doing ok. 

But when we got to Seattle after circumnavigating Vancouver Island, pulled the boat out of the water and then unexpectedly 
launched into the long and very costly battle with our skeg and rudder, all of that came to a crashing halt. We knew the repairs 
would be costly and create some financial discomfort, but not to the degree that actually happened. A new rudder, massive fiber-
glass work and all the man hours to get the jobs done hurt. Bad. 

For most cruisers that live on one salary or a fixed income, there’s little to no room for a massive layout of cash like that. Some-
how we made it work but dug a deep chasm that brought us to our knees in the process. And now that tax season is here for us 
and our small business, we’re trying to figure out how we’re going to claw our way out of the hole. Our situation and this reality is 
not unique amongst cruisers and like everyone does, we’re exploring our options so we can move forward. For now, one of the 
only ways we know how to spend less is to fill the boat and leave, because the bleeding always slows when we get away from 
the relentless monetary pull of cities and services. So where do we go from here? I literally have no idea besides — out sailing.                             

http://www.threesheetsnw.com/yahtzee/2017/03/02/a-couple-of-cruising-realities-rear-their-ugly-heads/ 
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One families adventures cruising and racing  

adventures in the Great Pacific Northwest 

Barkley Sound Sunset 



The Foss Harbor store now carries 

waterproof notebooks, aptly named Rite in the Rain! 

They are a local company based out of Tacoma since 

1916 and, boy, do these things 

work. Pick up a handy all-weather 

notepad and pen/pencil today and 

write wherever your heart 

desires. Perfect for vessel logs! 

   

We’ve got SPRING FEVER here at Foss Harbor! If you haven’t done so 

yet, here is one more reason for you to visit the water and bring the 

family. We’ve got single and double kayaks or try one of our brand-new 

stand-up paddle-boards. Reserve online at fossharbormarina.com or 

call the marina office at 253-272-4404. Your adventure starts here! 

Write in the Rain? 
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2004 FORD F250 4X4 CREW CAB XLT,   6.0L V-8 DIESEL,  

AUTOMATIC (91,732 MILES) 

The much desired 6.0 Diesel engine on this truck was completely rebuilt at 

80,000 miles. A virtually brand new engine with 17,000 miles left on the war-

ranty.  An Awesome truck for a camper or for towing a boat!  $14,000 OBO.  

Contact: Bryce 702-672-9912. 

Foss Harbor Marina is looking for a               

seasonal dock & kayak attendant. Boating                      

experience a plus, but not a must. We need 

someone who is personable, computer savvy 

and doesn’t mind getting his or her hands 

dirty. Must be 18 to apply; contact the office 

at (253)272-4404 or 

melynda@fossharbor.com. 

 

BALMAR  

ALTERNATOR 

 

75 amp 

$275 

Brand new 

Call:  

509-771-0609 
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West Marine 3000  

Watt Inverter 

This power inverter                                                                     

easily operates                                                                            

TV/DVD combinations,                                                                          

microwave ovens,                                                                                

refrigerators and small                                                                                  

air conditioners.  

$250.00, OBO Call 253-272-4404 

                                                                                                                   

Submit your classified to melynda@fossharbor.com it’s FREE! 


